Ben Franklin was born in Massachusetts on January 17, 1706.  He had sixteen siblings and was the tenth youngest son.  Ben Franklin always had a lot of ideas.  His father hoped that he would grow up to be a minister.  Ben Franklin helped to start a fire department.  He also started the first lending library in America.  Ben Franklin was a printer, cartoonist, and world traveler.  His post office was first to deliver mail straight to people’s houses.  Ben Franklin helped to start a free academy.  He helped to start the first American hospital.  Ben told people when the tides would be high or low.  He also told people whether there might be an eclipse.  Ben built a printing and publishing business in Philadelphia.  He conducted scientific studies of electricity.  He also made several important discoveries.  Ben Franklin told people when to plant crops and wrote almanacs that gave advice about life.


Ben’s curiosity about things made him a good inventor.  Ben needed glasses to read.  He got tired of always taking them off and putting them on again.  So he figured out a way to let his glasses see from both near and far.


Ben was also a good scientist.  In 1743, Ben saw that the northeast storms begin in the southwest.  He thought it was strange that storms travel in and opposite direction to their winds.  Ben Franklin predicted that a storm’s course could be plotted.  He rode a horse through a storm and chased the storm three quarters of a mile so he could learn more about storms.  Meteorologists today continue to plot the course of storms.


Ben became very interested in ocean currents and shipbuilding because he had spent so much time sailing to Europe across the Atlantic Ocean.  Ben was one of first people to chart the Gulf Stream by measuring the Stream on each of its eight voyages.


At age 12 Ben Franklin first began to learn business of printing the truth.  His older brother James set up and office in Boston.  Ben learned quickly as an beginner.  By the time Ben was seventeen he was a fully skilled printer able to work in any print job.  In 1728 at age twenty two, Ben opened his own printing office in Philadelphia.  Most famous publications were newspapers called the Pennsylvania Gazette and his annual Poor Richards Almanac.  With his skill, Ben was able to leave Boston and find work in both Philadelphia and London.  He had many new ideas for publishing and is known for printing cartoons, illustrated news stories, and letters to the editor.  Ben believed in power of the press, using his printing press as a way to bring news to all people.  He used cartoons and pictures so that everyone could understand the news even people who had not learned to read.  Ben also used Poor Richard’s Almanac to express his sense of humor.  The Titan Leeds Hoax lasted for several years appearing in 1733, 1734, 1735, and 1740 editions of the Almanac.  In 1731 Ben founded America’s first circulating library so that people could borrow books to read even though they might not have been able to afford to buy books to read.  Ben wanted to use his printing press to help people understand the world around them.   


In 1757 Ben Franklin sailed to London with his son, William, for a mission for the Pennsylvania Academy.  His job was to persuade the Penn’s to pay taxes.  Ben Franklin wanted to take the whole family, but his daughter Sarah was in school, and Deborah was afraid of ocean crossing.  The trip took 30 days.  Convincing the Penn’s seemed impossible though because the stubborn brothers refused to listen to Franklin’s arguments.  

